Date: 		October 19, 2011

To: 		Members of the National Council on Electricity Policy

From: 		Miles Keogh, NARUC Director of Grants & Research

Re: 		2012 activities of the National Council

	
Dear National Council Members and Colleagues,

The National Council on Electricity Policy has provided a forum for the key State decision-makers to discuss, interact, and forge common paths on national issues confronting them since 1994.  

Funding
We are in receipt of $110,000 from EPA and DOE for continued activities of the Council in FY2012.

Policy Committee: 
In 2011 the Policy Committee has reformed and has hosting a webinar a month instead of convening regular calls.  Does this structure work? Would members rather change this structure?

Workplan for 2012

Research / Writing
Two areas of research and writing are being advanced by funders for 2012:
· A rewrite of the 2004 Transmission Primer
· A brief on cost allocation methods for interstate projects.  

Is there interest in collaborating on the first document – the transmission primer?
Is the latter a high priority?  Or does another mechanism deliver the same information just as well?  

Work Groups
1. Transmission Game/Exercise Workgroup
Over 40 participants took part in the transmission game/exercise on April 20-21 in Denver, and it has enabled the game tool to be spun off to address electric vehicles in a Hershey PA meeting in June 2011 and transmission siting policy to be explored in a Washington DC game played in September 2011.  An RPS-focused game is being planned for October 27 in DC and another alternative vehicles integration game is being run in St. Louis on November 15.  Additionally, games on energy efficiency as a compliance and cost-containment strategy are being planned for March and April 2012.  

· What other game topics are relevant?
· Are there opportunities where a game would be useful to your members?

2. Energy Planning Workgroup
This workgroup is focused on exploring successes from states that have developed and implemented State Energy Plans.  NASEO is compiling existing summaries from State plans, and states like Kentucky, Colorado, New Jersey, and Texas are being held up as potential starting points for additional investigation for the production of a best-practices manual.  The workgroup is also exploring energy assurance plans that have been put together by NARUC- and NASEO-member agencies in the states, to determine lessons for implementation.  

What potential outcomes would be useful?
What documents would be helpful?
What outreach would the National Council members support?  

3. Collaborative Energy – Air – Regulatory Policy Workgroup
This workgroup will continue to build on momentum to bring together utility regulators, air agencies, and energy offices to discover benefits of coordination and harmonized decision-making in the electricity arena.  The June 2011 meeting in Baltimore set the stage for a March 2012 meeting being planned for Washington DC.  

What additional efforts are useful?
What existing efforts are underway among our groups that we can cross-leverage?  

4. Policy Committee Educational / Outreach Calls and Webcasts
The Policy Committee and other interested members and stakeholders are invited to participate in our bi-monthly conference calls and webcasts to explore cutting edge topics in electricity policy.   In 2011, “101” webcasts were held introducing Air Regulators, Public Utility Commissions, and  State Energy Offices, as well as focusing on job creation benefits afforded by energy efficiency.  Potential topics for 2012 calls include:
· Pollution Control Technology: What’s available?  What’s needed?  At what cost?
· Siting and Wildlife: Impasses and Solutions
· Financing, Permitting, and Building Baseload Resources
· Renewable Energy Integration Lessons
· The Facts about Hydraulic Fracturing
· Updates from the Interconnects on Regional Planning Efforts 
· Is Nuclear Over?

Are these still relevant topics?
What other topics can the Council address?
Are there other activities that are being undertaken by your organization that should be leveraged?  

Next Steps
For questions about the National Council in the interim, please feel free to contact me (mkeogh@naruc.org) or Ivy Butts (ibutts@naruc.org) at NARUC any time.  We look forward to a great year for the National Council!

Best regards,

Miles

