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CHK Operations & Shale Gas 
Geography 
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Natural Gas Production Process 

   

Five Basics Steps 

1. Site Selection/Preparation 

2. Drilling 

3. Completion 

4. Production 

5. Reclamation 
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Site Selection 

Many factors go into selecting a drilling site: 

ʽGeology 

ʽTopography 

ʽProximity to wetlands, sensitive wildlife 

habitat or significant archeological sites 

ʽAccess roads 

ʽPipelines and utilities 

ʽProximity to schools and homes 

ʽAvailable water sources 
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Site Preparation 

ÅSite construction 

 Typically 4 to 6 weeks 

 

ÅTypical pad site 

 300 x 400 feet 

 ~ 2.5 acre pad 

 

ÅE&S Controls installed 

 

ÅZero discharge sites 

 

ÅContainment mechanisms 

 put into place 

 

ÅPre-drill water testing 

 

Then drilling rig moves onto location 


